NEWS ANALYSIS NO, 1=1046 JULY 3, 1976 
FRED GALVAN 

WORLD SPORTS AND POLITICS== BAD MIX 
ANNCRS$ 

NEWS ANALYST FRED GALVAN HAS SOME OBSERVATIONS ON A TREND 
IN WORLD SPORTS EVENTS IH RECENT YEARS WHICH IS CAUSING GROWING 
CONCERN IN MANY COUNTRIES=-THE UNITED STATES INCLUDED, 
VOICE: 

WHEN THE ANCIENT GREEKS ESTABLISHED THE OLYMPIC GAMES 
ALMOST EIGHT HUNDRED YEARS S8EFORE THE S8IRTH OF CHRIST AS A 
QUADRENNIAL EVENT, THEY HAD A MAJOR PURPOSE IN MIND. IT WAS TO 
BRING ATHLETES TOGETHER FROM GREECE'S ANCIENT CITY-STATES 
ANO, THROUGH THEM, USE THE GAMES AS AN INSTRUMENT OF PACIFICATION 
AND FRIENOLY COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE RIVAL STATES. DURING THE 
ERA OF GREECE'S GLORY THE OLYHPIC GAMES WERE CHARACTERIZED BY 
PURE AMATEURISM, COPT) REPUBLICAN ROME COPIED THE GREEK 
GAMES, AS IT DID SO MANY ASPECTS OF THE GREEK CIVILIZATION, 

BUT THEY DEGENERATED INTO CIRCUSES UNDER IMPERIAL ROME, AND 
WITH ITS DECLINE FADED INTO OSLIVION ALTOGETHER UNTIL 1896, 
WHEN THEY WERE REVIVED IN ATHENS, THE INITIATIVE FOR THE REVIVAL 
CAME FROM THE FRENCH EDUCATOR, BARON PIERRE DE COUBERTIN,. 
AND AS HE CONCEIVED THE HODERN GAMES, AMATEURISM WERE THEIR MAJOR 
CHARACTERISTIC, AS IN ANCIENT TIMES, CEND OPT) 

THE CONCEPT OF ANATEURISM HELD UNTIL 1936, WHEN THE OLYMPIC 
GAMES Ili BERLIN UNDER THE HITLER REGIME WERE MARRED BY THE 
ACTIONS OF THE GERMAN TYRANT. COPT) FOR EXAMPLE, THERE WAS HIS 
REFUSAL TO SHAKE THE HAND OF THE GREAT BLACK AMERICAN RUNNER 
JESSE OWENS, WHO WON SEVERAL GOLD MEDALS. THAT ACT OF CHURLISH 
RUDENESS WON HITLER THE SCORN AND CONDEMNATION OF MILLIONS 
AROUND THE WORLD, CEND OPT) 
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SINCE THEN AND UP TO THE 1972 GAMES IN HUNICH, POLITICS 
AS SUCH WAS KEPT OUT OF THE OLYMPICS, THOSE TRAGIC GAHES SAW 
THE SLAUGHTER OF ISRAELI ATHLETES 3Y PALESTINIAN TERRORISTS=<—~ : 
AN ACT WHICH SHOCKED THE WORLD, EVEN BEFORE THEY STARTED SEVERAL 
COUNTRIES SOUGHT TO BAN SOUTH AFRICA FROM PARTICIPATING. 
BUT THE CONCEPT OF AMATEURISH HAD FOR SOME TIME SUFFERED A 
SETBACK WHICH THE INTERNATIONAL OLYiiPIC COMIIITTEE CHOSE TO IGNORE, 
IT BECAME 1)! POSTWAR OLYIiPIC HISTORY Ali OPEN SCANDAL IN COUNTRIES 
ADHERING TO THE AMATEURISI! CONCEPT WHEN SOVIET AND OTHER 
COMMUNIST ATHLETES, SUBSIDIZED BY THEIR GOVERNHENTS, COMPETED 
WITH THE AMATEURS OF OTHER COUNTRIES, TO THIS DAY, THE I,0.C. 
HAS DUCKED FACING THAT ISSUE, 

BUT THOSE COMMUNIST COUHTRIES RECENTLY HAVE GONE FAR 
BEYOND MISREPRESENTING THEIR ATHLETES AS AMATEURS, NOW THEY APPEAR 
TO BE BENT ON EXCLUDING NEWSHEN THEY CONSIDER ININICAL TO THEM 
FROM COVERING THE GAMES. A CASE IN POINT WAS THE I,0.C.'S 
SURRENDER TO COMMUNIST PRESSURE Ii: ITS REFUSAL TO GRANT CREDENTIALS 
TO A RADIC FREE EUROPE CORRESPONDENT AT THE LAST WINTER OLYMPICS 
IN INNSBRUCK, NOW THERE IS A NEW MOVE UNDERWAY TO REFUSE 
CREDENTIALS TO R.F.E. NEWSHEN PLANNING TO COVER THE GAMES IN 
MONTREAL, THE STATE DEPARTMENT DEPLORED THIS INSTANCE OF POLITICS 
ENTERING WORLD SPORTS ON FRIDAY. THE DEPARTMENT'S SPOKESMAN 
SAID THE UNITED STATES WOULD VIEW MOST SERIOUSLY ANY ATTEMPT TO 
INJECT POLITICAL ISSUES I! THE COVERAGE OF OLYMPIC GAMES BY 
OULY RECOGNIZED NEWS MEDIA, HE ALSO COMMENTED ON THE RESTRICTIONS 
CANADA WOULD I!NIPOSE ON THE TAIWAN ATHLETES, ASKING THEM TO OMIT 
ALL REFERENCE TO CHINA AS THEIR HOMELAND. THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
SAID THAT WHILE THE ULTIMATE DECISION ON THE CANADIAN RESTRICTIONS 
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IS UP TO THE [,0,C. THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT THINK POLITICAL 
CONSIDERATIONS HAVE ANY PLACE IN THAT DECISION, 

COPT) THE ISSUE POLITICS IN SPORTS THIS WEEK EXTENDED TO 
OTHER AREAS OF THE SPORTS WORLD, THE UNITED STATES, BRITAIN AND 
FRANCE WITHDREW FROM DAVIS CUP COMPETITION AT LEAST FOR THIS 
YEAR WHEN THE DAVIS CUP COMMITTEE REFUSED TO PENALIZE COUNTRIES 
REFUSING TO PLAY AGAINST OTHERS FOR POLITICAL REASONS. IN RECENT 
YEARS THIS TACTIC HAS PLAGUED DAVIS CUP COMPETITIONS--THE 
OLYMPICS OF TEHNIS, CEND OPT) 

COPT) AND IN PORT LOUIS, MAURITIUS, THE ORGANIZATION OF 
AFRICAN UNITY SUMMIT CONFERENCE IS CONSIDERING AN APPEAL TO THE 
1.0.C. TO BAN NEW ZEALAND AND ALL COUNTRIES HAVING SPORT LINKS 
WITH SOUTH AFRICA, A RESOLUTION SUBMITTED TO THE SUMMIT BY 
OvA.U. FOREIGN MINISTERS CALLED FOR THE EXCLUSION OF NEW ZEALAND 
BY THE I1.0eC. FROM THE MONTREAL GAMES, AND URGED ALL 0.A,.U. 
STATES TO CONSIDER A BOYCOTT OF TIIE GAMES IF NEW ZEALAND DOES 
PARTICIPATE. CEND OPT) 

ALL THESE EVENTS ARE CAUSING GROWING CONCERN AMONG AMERICANS 
AND OTHERS AROUND THE WORLD STILL DEDICATED TO THE ANCIENT OLYMPIC 
IDEAL OF KEEPING POLITICAL PRESSURES AND SUBSIDIZED ATHLETES 
AWAY FROM THE GAMES. MANY SPORTS ENTHUSIASTS WONDER IF GIVEN 
THOSE EXTRANEOUS PRESSURES, THE 1980 GAMES IN MOSCOW WILL BE 
WORTH ATTENDING, THE ANSWER LIES WITH THE 1.0.C. AND CANADA 
IN THE TAIWAN CASE AND THE .I,0.C. AND NEW ZEALAND IN THAT INSTANCE. 
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